
Hol i day Shop pers Mis in formed On High-Tech
In sur ance Cov er age

Dur ing the hol i day
shop ping sea son, ap prox i -
mately 42 mil lion Amer i can
house holds gave or re ceived
high-tech elec tronic prod -
ucts. How ever, about seven
out of eight house holds
don’t fully un der stand key
as pects of their in sur ance
cov er age for these pur -
chases, ac cord ing to a new
na tional sur vey by the In de -
pend ent In sur ance Agents & 
Bro kers of Amer ica.

For the sur vey, re spon -
dents were asked if they
were go ing to pur chase or
re ceive elec tron ics, in clud -
ing iPods and iPhones, video 
gam ing sys tems, com put ers
and plasma tele vi sions, dur -
ing the hol i day sea son. In
ad di tion, when asked, only
about one-fifth of sur vey re -
spon dents re ported ever con tact ing their in sur ance agent with 
ques tions on cov er age for high-tech elec tronic prod ucts when 
they pur chased them in the past.

With so many peo ple giv ing and re ceiv ing elec tron ics
this hol i day sea son, it is im por tant for con sum ers to un der -
stand how to pro tect these gifts. In fact, any time you ac quire 

an ex pen sive or un usual item,
you should con sult with our of -
fice.

The good news for con sum -
ers is that most elec tronic gad -
gets are typ i cally cov ered un der
the stan dard home own ers or
rent ers pol icy. How ever, there
are some com mon and im por -
tant ex cep tions that many con -
sum ers don’t un der stand. Look
out for cov er age lim i ta tions and
ex clu sions.

For ex am ple, hol i day shop -
pers ner vous about giv ing elec -
tron ics that could be an
in sur ance risk might have cho -
sen gift cards in stead for their
friends and loved ones. They
should be aware, though, that
most home own ers and rent ers
pol i cies treat gift cards the same 
as cash, re im burs ing just $200
in to tal, no mat ter how many

cards you may have lost or sto len.
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How To Prepare For A
Disaster

Here are some tips to help you better pre pare for di sas ter-re lated
losses:

s Be pre pared for any loss be fore the loss by hav ing all your
im por tant in sur ance doc u men ta tion in one place that you can eas ily 
pick up and take with you in the event that you have to leave your
home quickly. Items in cluded should be:

l Cop ies of all your per sonal iden ti fi ca tion and credit card
num bers

l Health in sur ance cards and cop ies of pre scrip tions

l Cop ies of all your in sur ance doc u men ta tion in clud ing phone
num bers for your agent, pol icy num bers, etc.

l Trav el ers checks for emer gen cies

l A list ing of im por tant tele phone num bers and con tacts

Meet With Your Agent

s Sit down with your agent at least once a year and re view your
cov er age in de tail. Know your pol icy lim its and dis cuss how to
best in sure spe cial items or valu ables. Dis cuss a home in ven tory
and a ba sic di sas ter plan for your fam ily with your agent. We are a
great re source for en sur ing that you have the cov er age you need
and can pro vide an enor mous amount of help ful in for ma tion and
loss pre ven tion tips for your use.

s Un der stand how your pol icy will provide for you and your fam ily
in the event that you are un able to re turn to your home as a re sult
of a man dated evac u a tion or a par tial or to tal loss of your home.
Many home owner’s pol i cies will pro vide for your in creased liv ing
costs while you are dis placed. Know how this works and what
steps you must fol low to re ceive the cov er age.

s Get clear in struc tions from your agent on what to do in the event of 
a loss: Who should be called? What can you do to en sure that the
loss is con tained? What doc u men ta tion will be needed? What to
ex pect from the claims pro cess?

Wisconsin Auto Premiums
Are Rock Bottom

New Jer sey still has the high est auto in sur -
ance costs in the coun try, a rank ing it wishes
would go to some other state. Ac cord ing to the
lat est find ing, it cost an av er age of $1,483.54 to
in sure one car in New Jer sey in 2005.

It has been the most ex pen sive auto in sur -
ance state for 18 of the last 20 years.

The re port found that the av er age cost of car
in sur ance pre mi ums in the na tion is $829.17, a
one per cent drop from a year ago.

How about Wis con sin? Our pre mi ums have
con sis tently been among the na tion’s low est.
Wis con sin’s av er age auto in sur ance pre mium in
2005 was the 45th low est at $615.33.

What This Symbol
Means To You …

There is a dif fer ence in where you buy your
in sur ance. Many don’t re al ize there are three
sources for in sur ance:

1. Cap tive Agents—who can sell you the in sur -
ance of only one com pany.

2. Tele phone & Internet Rep re sen ta tives—who
can of fer you the in sur ance of one com pany
only on the tele phone or via computer.

3. In de pend ent In sur ance Agents, like us—who
rep re sent many in sur ance com pa nies. We re -
search these firms to find you the best com bi -
na tion of price, cov er age and ser vice for all of
your in sur ance needs.


